- CHAPTER V
NOTE  ON  SWEEPERS3  STRIKES

Strikes by the Bhangis in cities and towns are becoming
.quite common these days. The Bhangis are coming more and
more to believe in the utility of strike as a weapon for getting
their demands accepted. In this1, they have been influenced
by the strikes of industrial labourers as well as by the general
political awakening in the country. It may be mentioned in this
connexion that when popular governments came into power in
the provinces the atmosphere became favourable for the consi-
deration of such questions as increase in wages, fixation of a
minimum wage, reduction of hours of work, etc. A happy feature
of the numerous sweepers' strikes is that the different sub-castes
of Bhangis come together for such -purposes and are willing to
act in concert with men of .other castes. For instance, the labour
staff and the scavengers of Calcutta Corporation staged a suc-
cessful strike in March-April 1940. Be it noted, however, that
these strikes have mostly been organized by educated men of
other castes and faith.

Main Causes

Perhaps the most important cause of such strikes lies in the
desire to increase income. As indicated elsewhere in this chap-
ter, the economic condition of these people is very unsatisfac-*
tory. Their incomes are meagre. House rent, interest on debt,
and expenditure on liquor make serious inroads into the family
budget and in consequence if there is no deficit, at least no
surplus is ever left. The economic life of the Bhangis as of all
working class people is extremely sensitive to fluctuations in
prices. Rise in prices is, therefore, an additional economic
reason for strikes. An increase |n the income can be only achie-
ved from the local bodies. In cities and towns the main sources
of income of a Bhangi family are pay from a local body and
income from jajmani. But the payment receivable from the
jajman is fixed by custom and the number of jajmans is also
more or less fixed. With an increase in the size of the family